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LAFA BOYS BASEBALL UMPIRE POLICY

The following policy is intended to serve as a guideline for those officials, coaches and umpires involved in LAFA boys baseball (A through Babe Ruth).

Umpire Coordinator:  Jeff Williams 437 - 9067

Eligibility:

1. Any current or past LAFA baseball participant, league age 13 or greater as of July 31st, is eligible.

2. Attendance at a minimum of one pre-season umpire clinic is mandatory.

3. Past umpires are eligible by “grandfather” status.

4. Only those who have played Babe Ruth can umpire Babe Ruth games. Pony players can umpire Pony games and below; A through Majors umpires cannot umpire games on the 90’ diamond.

5. Minimum acceptable performance and attendance levels must be maintain for umpires to retain eligibility.

Purpose:  Boys baseball umpiring is a volunteer system, intended to put the kids in a position of responsibility, help them learn the rules of the game, and reward them by paying the following umpire fees:

1. A through Majors:  Plate $10; Bases $8.  If working alone (one ump no-shows) $14.

2. Pony and Babe Ruth:  Plate $20; Bases $15. If working alone $28.

3. Umpires will be paid in cash prior to the start of their game by a LAFA Board member or league rep.

4. Umpires shall be paid the full game fee for a forfeited or rain shortened game, assuming they are at the field in each scenario.

5. Umpires will not be paid for rainouts.

Umpire Responsibilities:

1. Notify Umpire Coordinator more than 24 hours in advance for normal circumstances and more than 2 hours in advance for emergencies if you cannot umpire your scheduled game.  Umpire Coordinator will find an appropriate replacement.

2. Be on the field, ready to go 15 minutes prior to the schedule game starting time.

3. Have all necessary equipment:  mask and chest protector, chin guards, clicker, if appropriate.

4. Be dressed professionally, wearing LAFA umpire or comparable blue T-shirt, and baseball hat (not to be worn backwards). Sunglasses are acceptable.

5. Be familiar with the rules of baseball and the League rules (se LAFA Web Site, www.lafa.info).

6. Conduct yourself professionally at all times while umpiring.

7. Keep the game moving along on schedule and maintain control, regardless of the situation.





LAFA BOYS BASEBALL UMPIRE POLICY (CONT.)
Game Assignments:

1. Scheduling umpires is the responsibility of the Umpire Coordinator.  Umpires for plate and bases will be posted on the league master schedule on the LAFA Web Site (www.lafa.info)

2. Weekday games will be umpired by one LAFA plate umpire;  one coach (or coach-designated  parent) of the same league will umpire the bases.

3. Weekend games will be umpired exclusively by two LAFA umpires.

4. The plate umpire shall be considered the Umpire-in-Charge, whose duties will include:

a. Take full charge of, and be responsible for the proper conduct of the game, including starting and stopping on time. Game start time and time piece will be announced to each coach before the start of the game.

b. Review ground rules with each coach prior to the start of the game.

c. Call and count balls and strikes. For the A League, the “rulebook” strike zone may be slightly enlarged by the width of a ball in all directions to keep the game moving along.

d. Call and declare fair and foul balls except those that are the responsibility of the base umpire.

e. Make all decisions on the batter (i.e.granting time out, batter-up, etc).

f. Make all decisions except those commonly reserved for base umpires.

g. Decide when a game shall be forfeited.

Sportsmanship:

1. Excluding coaches the bases or performing other necessary tasks such as warming up a pitcher, coaches will remain in the dugout at all times so as not to unduly influence the umpire’s decisions.

2. Umpires will not tolerate unsportsmanlike conduct from any person.

3. Coaches are responsible for their team’s and fan’s behavior and actions.

4. If possible, the umpire should warn the coach of misconduct and the consequence of continued misconduct.

5. Should the umpire deem ejection as the best course of action, the Umpire Coordinator and LAFA Board of Directors will be notified after the game for follow-up and corrective action, if appropriate.

6. It is the position of the LAFA Board of Directors to adopt a ZERO TOLERANCE policy on umpire abuse and unsportsmanlike behavior.

7. The LAFA Board of Directors will do what is in the best interest of the League, children, parents, spectators and umpires.

Feedback:  Please report any feedback, positive or negative, to the Umpire Coordinator, who will follow-up as appropriate.  

I appreciate your cooperation and support;  remember, the game should be played by and for the kids!1 Let’s Play Ball!!!

Jeff Williams

LAFA Baseball Umpire Coordinator

April 18, 2003

